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15 0320 JUN 72 SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES 9NLY 

>■ 

VIA BUNKER CHANNELS 

•• 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 
T 0! AMBASSADOR BUNKER, SAIGON 
CITE* WHS2077 
JUNE 14, 1972 

THE PRESIDENT’S CURRENT THINKING WITH RESPECT TO THE NEXT 
TROOP WITHDRAWAL ANNOUNCEMENT IS TO DRAW DOWN ANOTHER 10,000 
U.S. FORCES DURING THE TWO- MONTH PERIOD JULY AND AUGUST — OR 
FOR AN AVERAGE 5,000 A MONTH FOR EACH MONTH. THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
WOULD BE MADE SOMETIME DURING THE LAST WEEK IN JUNE AND WOULD 
BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ANNOUNCEMENT JO THE EFFECT THAT NO MORE 

DRAFTEES WILL BE SENT INVOLUNTARILY TO VIETNAM. 

« * 

YOU SHOULD DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH GENERAL ABRAMS CAUTION- 

♦ 

ING HIM THAT THE PRESIDENT’S THINKING SHOULD FOR THE PRESENT 
BE CONFINED STRICTLY TO THIS CHANNEL. UNLESS GENERAL ABRAMS 
HAS OVERRIDING OBJECTIONS WHICH SHOULD THEN BE CONVEYED IM- 
MEDIATELY BY YOU THROUGH THIS CHANNEL, YOU CAN THEN PERSONALLY 
INFORM THIEU OF THE PLAN STRESSING THE NEED FOR ABSOLUTE SECRECY. 
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ON THE NEGOTIATING FRONT, WE ARE. STILL AWAITING A RESPONSE 
FROM THE OTHER SIDE ON OUR PROPOSAL THAT WE MEET PRIVATELY ON 
THE 28TH. IN THE EVENT THEY REFUSE TO MEET OR INSIST THAT THE 
PRIVATE MEETING BE PRECEDED BY A PLENARY SESSION AS WITH THE LAST 
ROUND, WE WOULD THEN PROPOSE TO ATTEND A PLENARY ON JULY 13TH 
PROVIDING THEY AGREE TO A FOLLOW-UP PRIVATE MEETING ON OR ABOUT 
JULY 18. 

YOU SHOULD ALSO INFORM THIEU OF THE NEGOTIATING GAMEPLAN 
STRESSING THAT THE PRESIDENT WANTS HIM TO KNOW THAT WE HAVE 
NOT MADE THE GREAT SACRIFICES THAT THE RECENT ENEMY OFFENSIVE 
HAS INCURRED MERELY TO CONCEDE AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE WHAT THE 
ENEMY HAS BEEN UNABLE TO ACHIEVE ON THE BATTLEFIELD. ASSURE 
HIM THAT THE PRESIDENT CONTINUES- TO SUPPORT HIM FULLY BUT AT 
THE SAME TIME CAN MUSTER MAXIMUM DOMESTIC SUPPORT THROUGH 
A CONTINUING BLEND OF FORCEFUL ACTION ON THE BATTLEFIELD COMBINED 
WITH DEMONSTRATED FLEXIBILITY ON THE NEGOTIATING FRONT. 

WARM REGARDS. 




